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Lauren, you will always be part of 

Team Babin and an honorary member 
of the Babin family. I am very proud of 
you, and I am very proud to have been 
part of your history. Thank you for a 
job well done. 

God bless. 
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THIRTEEN SCHOOL SHOOTINGS IN 
FIRST 3 MONTHS OF 2023 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Massachusetts (Mrs. TRAHAN) for 5 
minutes. 

Mrs. TRAHAN. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today with a heavy heart and a 
level of anger shared by millions of 
Americans, millions of parents. 

On Monday, three 9-year-old children 
and three adults were gunned down at 
the Covenant School in Nashville, Ten-
nessee. The shooter, armed with not 
one but two assault weapons, broke 
into the school and stole the lives of 
innocent people simply going about 
their day. 

For my colleagues across the aisle 
not keeping track, the massacre was 
the 130th mass shooting of the year. It 
was the 13th school shooting of 2023, 
and that is only if you count the time 
someone was injured or killed when a 
gun went off on school grounds. 

Thirteen times over the past 3 
months, parents have dropped their 
children at the bus stop or at school. 
They told them they loved them, to 
have a great day, and that they would 
see them when they got home. Then, 
they got the call that every parent 
fears, the one that wakes us up in the 
middle of the night. 

Thirteen times this year, parents in a 
city or town hung up that phone or 
turned off their TV and raced to their 
children’s school. 

Thirteen times parents waited behind 
police tape, hoping to hear something 
about their son or daughter. 

Madam Speaker, how many more 
times are we going to let this happen? 

How many more times can my col-
leagues across the aisle tweet their 
thoughts and prayers but say that 
their hands are tied on gun safety leg-
islation? 

How many more Christmas cards of 
Members of Congress holding AR–15s do 
we need to see while students in their 
classrooms practice active shooter 
drills? 

School shooting after school shoot-
ing, Congress has had the opportunity 
to act. 

We have the legislation to ban as-
sault weapons, like the rifles used in 
Nashville on Monday. 

We have legislation to require back-
ground checks on every gun purchase 
so firearms aren’t falling into the 
hands of people who shouldn’t have 
them. 

We have legislation to prevent some-
one convicted of a hate crime from 
being able to purchase a gun. 

What this Chamber doesn’t have 
enough of is willpower. It doesn’t have 

enough courage to act. This inaction is 
shameful, and as a parent, it is dis-
gusting. 

Apparently, the Republican leader-
ship in the House thinks that the big-
gest issue facing our children today is 
the books in their library because 
while we have yet to take up a bill to 
stop school shootings, the number one 
killer of our children in America, this 
Chamber passed a bill last week to po-
liticize our kids’ education—a bill, by 
the way, that they didn’t even have 
unanimous Republican support for. 

I mean, what are we doing here? 
I have to go home tomorrow and look 

my 8-year-old daughter in her eyes, 1 
week before she turns 9, and tell her 
that three more kids were shot and 
killed in their classroom, but mama 
can’t get half of her colleagues in the 
Congress to care enough to do anything 
about it. 

How can anyone in this Chamber be 
okay with telling their kids or their 
grandkids that? 

How can you see the kids who are 
taking pictures right outside on the 
Capitol steps and do nothing to prevent 
their school from being next? 

How can we call ourselves the great-
est country in the world when its elect-
ed leaders sit on their hands while chil-
dren are murdered hiding beneath their 
desks? 

We can’t, and to those of you deflect-
ing or giving up, you should be 
ashamed. 

Madam Speaker, I implore you to go 
back to your party’s leadership, go 
back to Speaker MCCARTHY and tell 
him that we need to end the gun vio-
lence epidemic that is plaguing our 
children. Do it before it is too late for 
another school, for another family. 

f 

GRIEVING FOR TENNESSEE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. GREEN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, I come to the House floor 
today with a heavy and grieving heart 
for my home State of Tennessee. No 
one should ever have to endure what 
the Covenant School community has 
gone through. 

I know that my colleagues here 
today understand how difficult the sit-
uation is, and your prayers for our 
community are deeply appreciated as 
we mourn this senseless loss of life. 

I want to take a moment to remem-
ber the victims of this horrible attack: 
three schoolchildren, William Kinney, 
Evelyn Dieckhaus, Hallie Scruggs, all 
age 9; and three staff members, Cyn-
thia Peak, a substitute teacher, Mike 
Hill, a custodian, and Covenant School 
Headmaster Katherine Koonce. 

All the lives were precious. 
Mike Hill, for example, worked for 

the Covenant School for 15 years. He 
not only served the school and the 
church, but he learned every student’s 
name. He was the father of seven chil-
dren. 

Cynthia Peak was a beloved wife and 
mother. 

Dr. Katherine Koonce was a dedi-
cated and passionate educator, who al-
ways put children first. 

Words cannot describe how hard it is 
to lose children, three precious 9-year- 
old children, one of whom was the 
daughter of the lead pastor of the Cov-
enant Presbyterian Church. These chil-
dren never had a chance to grow up, 
and my heart is completely broken for 
these families. I cannot imagine. 

Nothing can be said to dull the pain 
of this tragedy. Tennesseans, and 
Americans worldwide, are praying and 
grieving with this Covenant commu-
nity. 

Madam Speaker, I also commend all 
the first responders that were on the 
scene and the medical professionals 
that treated victims at Vanderbilt 
Medical Center. 

I especially commend the five Metro 
Nashville Police officers who arrived at 
the school first. These men ran toward 
the sound of the gunfire instead of 
away from it. Their bravery absolutely 
saved lives. 

The two officers that shot and killed, 
with a gun, the shooter, Officers Rex 
Engelbert and Michael Collazo, are he-
roes. They did not hesitate, and be-
cause of their quick response, lives 
were saved. 

Though unspeakable grief holds 
Nashville in its grasp, I honor the in-
credible heroism of Metro Nashville’s 
first responders. Instinct and courage 
took over in the face of evil and fear. I 
join Tennesseans in expressing my sin-
cere gratitude for their quick response. 

The outpouring of love means the 
world to the Covenant community and 
all Tennesseans. 

f 

WE ARE FAILING OUR YOUTH, AND 
THEY KNOW IT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Pennsylvania (Ms. SCANLON) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. SCANLON. Madam Speaker, we 
are failing our youth, and they know 
it. 

I rise today to share the voices of our 
children, the voices of those who at-
tend schools where, once again this 
week, young lives were lost to gun vio-
lence that Congress refuses to prevent. 

My office runs a Congressional Youth 
Cabinet, a nonpartisan program that 
gives high school students the oppor-
tunity to learn about our government 
and share their views. We meet every 
couple of months during the school 
year, and they select topics for discus-
sion at each meeting. 

Last weekend, the topic was gun vio-
lence. The next day, six people were 
slaughtered in yet another school 
shooting. Three of them were only 9 
years old. 

As I struggled to find words to con-
vey, once again, the urgency that Con-
gress act, I turned to the students in 
my youth cabinet. I asked them what 
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